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Research Gaps, Questions, and Method
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Method.

Secondary analysis of existing syphilis surveillance data

Data for all three research aims are derived from the Division of HIV and STD Programs (DHSP) Surveillance and
Epidemiological Data. Sample includes all reported P&S syphilis cases for women aged 15-44 (n=6,014) and
congenital syphilis cases (n=415) in LAC between Jan. 1, 2011 and Dec. 31, 2020.



Number of Female Syphilis and Congenital
Syphilis in Los Angeles County, 2011-2020
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Annual Trends of Methamphetamine Use (N=614)
among Females Aged 15-44 with Reported Syphilis
Cases (N=6,014) in Los Angeles County 2011-2020
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Preliminary Findings from CS Case Reviews

* Most cases occur primarily among Latina (60%) and Black (25%) women.

* Up to two-thirds of women reported active substance abuse during pregnancy,
with methamphetamines alone being the most commonly report drug of choice
(followed by polysubstance use of methamphetamine and heroin).

* Almost 30% of women had a history of arrest or incarceration.

 20% of the women reported being homeless.

* 30% or more of the infants with congenital syphilis were placed into the custody
of the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) after birth.
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